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KAR AUCTION SERVICES® LICENSES SAFETY PROGRAM FOR USE BY  

NAAA® MEMBER AUCTIONS 
 

Frederick, Md. and Carmel, Ind., October 6, 2015—The National Auto Auction 
Association (NAAA) along with KAR Auction Services, Inc. (NYSE: KAR), a provider of 
used vehicle auction services, announced that KAR has licensed its Safe T. Sam™ 
safety program for use by NAAA member auctions. Through NAAA, all member 
auctions will have access to various components of the safety program that has 
demonstrated success for KAR and its group of companies. 
 
“Today safety is not an option; it’s a must,” said Ellie Johnson, NAAA’s chairman and 
immediate-past president. Johnson made safety a top focus of her term as president, 
and current NAAA President Mike Browning is continuing on this same path toward 
improved safety.  
 
“We at NAAA have always believed in promoting and improving safer conditions in the 
auto auction industry,” said Johnson. “We want our auctions to be a safe place to work 
and do business by encouraging and supporting more ongoing education and training 
efforts like KAR’s Safe T. Sam safety program.”  
 
Johnson formed the NAAA Safety Committee and charged the group with researching 
safety within the industry and developing a comprehensive strategy to reduce the 
number of accidents on the auction lot and in the auction lanes. The committee, which 
includes representatives from Manheim®, ADESA® and independent auctions, 
unanimously agreed on the adoption of KAR’s program after researching existing 
options. 
 



 

NAAA will introduce the program in stages, starting with familiarizing auction personnel 
with the Safe T. Sam safety mascot and mentor. The next step will be the adoption of 
the safety vest policy. High-visibility safety vests, rated for varying level of speeds, will 
be offered for purchase through NAAA’s website. The yellow or orange vests are 
uniform in type and color and expected use: whenever employees and temporary 
workers are in traffic areas or are operating vehicles.  
 
At the start of 2016, NAAA will implement a series of Safe T. Sam training videos, which 
includes standardized messages for all employees and specialized messages based on 
an employee’s role. The seven- to 12-minute videos are followed by a short quiz for 
adoption.  
 
KAR developed its safety program in 2012 and rolled it out for use by all employees 
enterprise-wide by 2013.  
 
About NAAA 
The National Auto Auction Association is a private, non-profit trade association of wholesale auto auctions and 
associate members engaged in industries related to wholesale exchange of automobiles. NAAA’s 330 members offer 
sale by auction, reconditioning facilities, special dealer services and quality title and office processing. New and used 
car dealers, manufacturers, fleet operators, companies, banks and financial institutions buy and sell at auto auctions 
worldwide. In 2014, NAAA member auctions handled the transactions of more than 8.7 million units valued at $82 
billion. 
 
 
About KAR Auction Services  
KAR Auction Services, Inc. (NYSE: KAR), a FORTUNE® 1000 company, operates worldwide vehicle auction 
services and provides related services. Based in Carmel, Indiana, the KAR group of companies is comprised of 
ADESA, Inc. (ADESA), Insurance Auto Auctions, Inc. (IAA), Automotive Finance Corporation (AFC), and additional 
business units, with approximately 13,000 employees and 240 auction facilities. Together, KAR’s complementary 
businesses provide support, technology and logistics for the used vehicle industry. For more information, visit 
karauctionservices.com. 
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