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Longtime Brasher’s Auctioneer Dean Fumasi Honored With 

2017 Bernie Hart Memorial Auctioneers Award 
 

National Auto Auction Association President Jerry Hinton presented 
Dean Fumasi with the NAAA Bernie Hart Memorial Auctioneer 
Award at the organization’s 69th annual convention in La Quinta, 
California, this month. 
 
Fumasi has been an auctioneer since 1986. In 1996, he began working 
for Brasher’s at its two auctions in Oregon. ADESA, the wholesale 
auction business unit of KAR Auction Services, Inc., acquired the 
eight-auction Brasher’s Group in 2016. 
  
The Bernie Hart Memorial Auctioneer Award honors “the most 
visible person in the auction industry.” It is named after long-time 
NAAA Executive Director Bernie Hart of Lincoln, Neb., who served 

the association for more than 30 years before retiring in 1988.  
Fumasi said he never considers being an auctioneer “work.” 
 
“I really love what I’m doing,” said Fumasi, who recently celebrated his 60th birthday. “I have 
always told my kids, if you can find something you love to do, it’s never work. There’s nothing 
better than having a job you love and being able to be paid well for it.”  
 
Hinton, who is general manager of ADESA Portland, said Fumasi has worked for him for more 
than 20 years. Hinton nominated Fumasi for the Auctioneer of the Year award.  
 
“He’s a great auctioneer,” Hinton said. “It’s in his blood. It doesn’t matter if it’s cattle or cars. 
He’s always worked our premier lanes, fleet-lease, institutional sales.”  
 
“He’s excellent at intuitively reading the dealers,” Hinton said. “He pushes the market and can 
get as much money as anyone, anywhere in the country.  He’s very deserving of this award. 
Dean has the best reputation for honesty, integrity and fairness.” 
 
Fumasi grew up on a farm growing rice and corn in Williams, Calif., but his father died when he 
was just 15. His family lost the farm, and he went to work for Gary Jewett, one of his father’s 
best friends. Jewett Farms grew rice, corn, wheat, alfalfa and hay and also raised livestock.  
 
Fumasi’s love of farming has always been strong.  While in high school, he was active in the 
Future Farmers of America, and while attending Chico State University in 1976, he received the 
FFA's highest degree—American Farmer.    



 
He also always loved to hunt and shoot and was involved in shooting sports. He shot a qualifying 
score at the United States Shooting Championships in 1986, and was invited to try out for the 
1988 Olympic Team. 
   
“There’s so many people I owe a thank you to for this award,” he said. “They are the best.”  
"I will never forget what my father told me as a youngster—when it comes to work, if you want 
to get paid more, do more than you get paid for."  
 
Dean and wife, Michelle, have been married for 30 years and have three children. Their daughter 
Fallon is a doctoral student in chemical and biological engineering at Arizona State University, 
their son Briley recently graduated from California State University at Fullerton with a degree in 
kinesiology with a minor in health and nutrition, and their youngest son, Theron, will be a junior 
at Chico State University, majoring in agricultural management and plant science.  
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